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April 29, 1904 768 

treated, with the exception of one isolated, small two-room house, in 
which there is a patient too sick to be moved. The work here con- 
sisted in the fumigation of 89 houses, containing 298 rooms. 

The infection was brought here from Laredo, about September 20, 
1903, about which date 50 Mexican cotton pickers landed here and went 
to work; some 8 or 10 of these men were sick in camp south of the town 
by October 1, 1903. A number of them went from here to Devine 
and Bigfoot, a farming community, 10 miles east. I learn that several 
of these Mexicans died with black vomit at Bigfoot and Devine with- 
out medical aid. 

The infection at this place in the latter part of October and during 
the month of November was severe and typical. 

1 saw a case here yesterday, a lady 24 years of age, single, who has 
been suffering with roseola for three days; eruption typical. At noon 
April 17 she had a severe chill; eyes congested and yellowish; pulse 
58 at 3 p. m. I will see her again to-day. This patient lost her 
mother and grown brother with the " prevailing fever," black vomit 
being present for days. She was reported to have had a typical case 
herself in October. 

As per my last report, I thought to finish here and move to Devine 
yesterday, but we discovered some 30 more houses hidden in the brush, 
in the suburbs, and it has required our time and most of our material 
to finish. 

I inclose bill of lading for the outfit and send the men back by 
to-day's train. 1 will report to you from Lytle to-morrow. My next 
town after that will be Pearsall. 

Reports from. Devine and Encinal. 

Temporary Acting Assistant Cock reports through Assistant Sur- 
geon Richardson from Devine and Encinal as follows: 

Devine, Tex., April 19. Inspection of the towns of Medina, Lytle, 
and Devine reveals no evidence from the profession or laity that any 
of these points were infected last fall, or since, with yellow fever. 
Doctor Mayness reports 1 case, thought to be yellow, which came 
from Laredo, but was sent back by quarantine officers the next day 
after arrival. The citizens are anxious at these places to have fumi- 
gation work done, but all deny infection. 

I shall leave here to-day at noon for Pearsall and work from there 
south to Laredo as rapidly as possible. 

Encinal, Tex., April 20. 1 had the honor to report to you from 
Devine yesterday, the 19th, that my next town would be Pearsall, but 
found that I could make two towns a day by coming here and doubling 
back — saving three days' time. 

I will go to Dilley to-day, then back to Cotulla — making Pearsall 
the next day and reaching Laredo the day after. 

There is no physician here, but the citizens think that there were 8 
to 10 deaths here last fall from yellow fever. They desire fumigation. 

Stegomyise and wigglers are here in abundance. 

Inspection at Cotulla — Den(jue. 

Laredo, Tex., April 22, 1904. 
"Wyman, Washington: 

Cock reports from Cotulla that county ph3'sician states has had 
about 20 cases dengue in last 30 days, but rone now under treat- 
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ment. I talked over telephone with county physician, and he stated 
cases all had eruption. Last case recovered 7 days ago. Will ship 
material for fumigation Cotulla at once and have Cock with anti- 
mosquito force start work there. 

RlCHARDSON. 

Washington, April 22, 1904-. 
Richardson, Laredo, Tex.: 

Action in sending Cock inspection Cotulla and shipping material 
disinfection at that point approved. 

Wyman. 

Inspection along railroad lines. 

Laredo, Tex., April 19, 1904-. 
Sir: Referring to Bureau telegram of April 19, 1904, I have the 
honor to inclose herewith copies of correspondence between this office 
and the Texas-Mexican authorities. 

Respectfully, T. F. Richardson, 

Assistant Surgeon. 
The Sorgeon-General, Washington. 

[Inclosure No. 1.] 

Laredo, Tex., April 12, 1904- 
Mr. J. S. Capers, 

Acting Superintendent Texas-Mexican Railway, Laredo, Tex. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that Dr. L. W. Cock, of this Service, has 
recently made an inspection along the line of your road, and reports that many of 
the water barrels, tanks, etc., on your right of way are breeding places for mosqui- 
toes, and in quite a number of instances stegomyia mosquitoes — the conveyors of 
yellow fever. 

If you will instruct your station agents and section foremen to keep all water con- 
tainers under their charge covered with a film of kerosene oil great good will be 
accomplished both in preventing the breeding of mosquitoes along your line and in 
the way of educating the inhabitants in antimosquito work. 

If you hesitate to use oil on fire barrels, a pint of crude carbolic acid, thoroughly 
stirred into each barrel of water, will accomplish the same purpose as the oil, but 
will, of course, render the water unfit for drinking. 

Respectfully, T. F. Richardson, 



[Inclosure No. 2.] 



Assistant Surgeon. 



Laredo, Tex., April 15, 1904- 



T. F. Richardson, Assistant Surgeon, Laredo. 

Dear Sir: Relative to your letter of April 12, addressed to Mr. J. S. Capers, which 
has been referred to me, I beg to advise you that in compliance with same, I have 
to-day instructed the roadmaster and supervisor to see that water barrels, tanks, etc., 
along the line of this railway are covered with a film of kerosene oil, and hope it will 
have good results. 

Yours truly, A. Clark. 

April 23, 1904. 
Richardson, Laredo, Tex.: 

Bureau ready to have you begin formal operations on line from 
Laredo to San Antonio. Wire nominations and your plan and scope 
of operations. Authorized to have printed such leaflets as you deem 
necessary. Send typewritten copy to Bureau. 
By direction Surgeon-General: 

Glennan. 



